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He saw thirty-six actions on the Western Front. From
August 1 6th, 1914, to October soth, 1918, when he was
painfully blinded by gas, he had only two home leaves of
a fortnight each, and a seven weeks" spell in hospital with
shrapnel splinters in his leg. He was awarded the Iron
Cross of the 2nd Class in December, 1914, and the Iron
Cross of the ist Class in August, 1918, The latter dis-
tinction (very rarely given to non-commissioned officers)
he gained for capturing seven or eight enemy soldiers
single-handed, and marching them back to his battalion
headquarters at the point of his revolver. The date is
noteworthy, for German morale was not high in August,
1918.

Here is his full record of service, which i have trans-
lated from the Munich archives :

No. 'jui Lance-Corporal Adolf Hitler:

Catholic, born at Branau, Upper Austria, on April 20 th, 1889,
artist-painter, of Sehleissheimerstrasse 14/3* Munich,
bachelor. Father, Alois Hitler, late Inspector of Customs
at Linz, Austria, Mother, Klara Poclzl, both Catholics,
both deceased.

Hospital Record:

Oct. 9th to Dec, ist, 1916. Prussian Red Cross Hospital, Bee-
litz, wounded by shell splinter in left thigh.

Oct. i5th to Oct. 1 6th, 1918, Bavarian Field Hospital No. 53,
Oudcuarde, gas poisoning,

Oct. am to Nov.. r gth, 1918.* Prussian Reserve Hospital, Pase-
walk, gas poisoning.

Leave of Absence:

Sept. 3oth to Oct. i7th, 1917. Home leave.

Aug. 23rd to Aug. 3oth, 1918,   Duty to Niirnberg.

Sept. loth to Sept 2yth? 1918.   Home leave.

Service Record;

Aug. 1 6th, 1914. Enlisted as a volunteer in the 6th Company
of the ist Battalion of the 2nd Royal Bavarian Infantry
Regiment (Elizabeth Barracks),